
Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 

 We are heading into the last month of the 
summer…not meteorological summer, but the last 
full month before Labor Day and the return of 
children to school.  Do you remember how we 
always were asked as kids to write that essay on the 
first day of school entitled  “What I did on my 
Summer Vacation?”  

 Well, I had great plans for the summer of 
2018. This was going to be a busy and exciting 
summer!  First, my niece and I were headed to 
Hawaii for two weeks where we would lounge by the 
pool and play with my grandkids.  We had a list of 
places to visit and were counting the days.  Then, in 
the first week of May, the volcano on the Big Island, 
where my family lives, began to erupt and spew 
rivers of lava.  The house I had rented was in a 
location where the air could be unhealthy.  And, it 
was right on the water in a dangerous place if there 
were a tsunami.  So, those plans got cancelled.  

 But, the summer was not a loss because I 
had plans to go to Houston to visit with friends. Then 
I planned to meet up with Kaya Crespo, Natalie 
Reed and Ed and Nina Bartholme for the Triennial 
Youth Gathering!  It was going to be so much fun! 

 Then, on June 12th, completely out of the 
blue, I passed out while walking and managed to 
break three bones in my left foot and one bone in 
my right leg. I have some advice learned from this 
experience,  if you feel even a little bit dizzy, sit 
down right away.  Do not try to power through it.  

 I ended up in ICU for eight days 
with sepsis and a pulmonary embolism. 
Then I was sent to a Physical Therapy 
Rehab Center for four weeks to work on 
healing my fractured bones.  

 So the answer to the question  
“What Did you Do on Your Summer 
Vacation” is, “nothing that I planned to 

do.”  I wish I could say that I learned a lot of deeply 
important wise insights about life.  I don’t think I 
learned anything I didn’t already know. However, I 
was reminded of things that I did know as truth and 
wisdom in some powerful ways.  

 First, God’s people are good.  From 
technicians to doctors to health care administrators, 
I met some wonderful people. I met people who take 

tending to the sick very seriously and do it well.  I 
learned that a congregation of believers is a 
powerful gift from God.  I can never thank 
you enough for your calls, cards and emails. 
Those expressions  
of encouragement 
and prayers got me 
through a lot of 
tough days. 

 In the ICU unit as I learned more about what 
challenges I had to face and just how long I was 
likely to be unable to work I was in a panic, who on 
earth could cover my job for me for that long?  The 
answer to prayer was the Rev. Dr. Richard 
Reichard.  He assured me that his calendar was 
open until August 1st and that I should focus on 
healing and he would handle the flock.  I can never 
thank him enough.  

 I was reminded of just how much of healing 
is based on our attitudes. I decided early on that my 
attitude was going to be that I would do whatever 
was necessary to get my life back. I realized just 
how much I love being your Pastor and I missed 
worshipping with you so very much.  

 The most important thing I have learned is 
that God does send us strength when we feel the 
most vulnerable or afraid.  I was aware of all the 
prayers for my health not just because you told me 

(Continued on page 2) 
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you were praying, but because of the incredible 
feelings of peace that surrounded me.  As I went 
through recovery this verse from Isaiah kept me 
going. I hope it helps you too with whatever 
challenges you may be facing.  

 
10 Do not fear, for I am with you, 
   do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
   I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.  

—Isaiah 41:10 (NRSV) 

Peace and blessings – Pastor Shaw 

(Continued from page 1) 

BIRTHDAYS in August 

 2 Helen Bullington 

 8 Omarii Wilson 

 9 James Corbin 

 9 Mary Ghitelman 

 9 Marlan Olson 

 17 Anne-Marie Turner 

 17 Andrew Wajid-Ali 

 19 Brian Miles 

 21 Eva Ghitelman 

 21 Barbara Olson 

 21 Emma Witt 

 23 Barbara Edwards 

 28 Anthony Beltran 

On August 9th, 2018  

James Corbin  
(Steve Corbin’s father) 

will celebrate his  

100th Birthday!   
That is quite a milestone.  Let’s flood 
the mailbox with birthday cards.  
Please send cards to  234 Madison 
Circle Locust Grove, Virginia 22508.   

 What a surprise it was 

to receive a personalized, 

hand-made quilt from Living 

Faith.  I can’t tell you how 

appreciative I am for you 

thinking of me and honoring me with such a 

gift.  When the cold weather sets in this fall, 

I will be ready!   Thank you,   

Sam Boyd 

The Village at Rockville  
 Following extensive repairs and beautification, a Chapel 
Rededication Service will be celebrated on Sunday, September 
9, at 3pm.  Bishop Graham will be presiding. Contact Alice Benson, 
301-354-8422, ext. 18630, for more info. 

 Thank you everyone for your 

Prayers, cards, calls, visits and gifts 

during my on-going recovery from back 

surgery.  I want to give a special thank 

you to the ladies of the Altar Guild for 

stepping in to cover my month of Altar 

duties.  I also want to give a very special 

thank you to Pat and Tony Lightner for 

covering my treasure's job and keeping 

the bills paid for the past several months. 

—Barbara Olson 
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 Hey there!  I'd like to thank Living Faith for 

giving me the opportunity to go to the Youth 

Gathering in Texas.  I really appreciate it!  And I 

learned a whole lot while was there.  I have never 

seen so many other teenagers all together in one 

place.  It was a great experience.  

—Kaya Crespo 
 

  

 Hey LFLC! I just wanted to thank all of you 

for spending your precious time and resources to 

allow Kaya and I this once in a lifetime opportunity. 

It was probably some of the most fun I’ve ever had 

in my life and I am entirely grateful that I had two 

of our most precious members, Mr. Ed and Mrs. 

Nina, accompanying us while we were there. I 

don’t know if I’m ever going to be able to do 

something like this again, and that’s why I wanted 

to take time and thank you all for the service 

you’ve done, and let you know that I will always be 

happy to be a part of this church. Thank you Living 

Faith Lutheran Church. 

—Natalie Reid 

To my Living Faith family, 
 Natalie and I are moving to Atlanta. (We have family there, I have better 

job prospects, and the cost of living is cheaper.) We will miss you very much. You 

have been such an integral and important part of our lives for seven years now. 

Living Faith has been the home of my heart while we were 

here and I am grateful to have been a part of this family. 

Thank you so very much for all the too numerous to count 

ways that you have touched our lives. We will miss you. 

With much love,  

Jennifer and Natalie Emerson 

33 Quilts 
 In June 2018, the Living 

Faith Quilters Group took 33 quilts 

to the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 

warehouse in New Windsor, MD.  

Our quilts are boxed together with 

hundreds of other quilts and 

shipped to locations in need all over the world.   

First and foremost, recipients use their LWR 

Quilts to shield against the cold and rain, and for 

warm bedding. But their versatility also makes 

Quilts useful as simple tents, floor coverings, or 

a wrap to hold a baby on a mother’s back. 

 In a simple combination 

of fabric and thread, Living 

Faith has reached out to 

people in their time of greatest 

need with a strong message of 

hope — you are not alone. 

 The Living Faith 

Lutheran Women (LFLW) 

Quilters meet the 2nd & 4th 

Thursdays (September to May) at 9:30am in 

the Fellowship Hall to make patchwork quilts 

(contact Anne-Marie Turner if you are 

interesting in helping—either on Thursdays or 

other times at home). 



 Each year, our congregation participates 

in the “God’s work. Our hands.” day of 

community service. We will be one of nearly 

9,300 congregations participating in this annual 

event on Sunday, September 9th. Across 

the country, thousands of members will engage 

in service work to make a positive change in our 

communities, build and deepen relationships 

and share God’s love.  For this year, Living 

Faith will focus on Education and Advocacy. 

Supporting Education both Near and Far: 

 The main task planned for us this year is 

to collect and prepare necessities that will 

support children with school supplies both 

locally in Montgomery County, and around the 

world through Lutheran World Relief. 

 From the time of the Reformation, the 

Lutheran church has been a teaching and 

learning church. Martin Luther, a university 

professor, pursued the reform of education on 

all levels as an integral part of his reform of 

Church and society. With his teaching on 

vocation, Luther understood the Christian life to 

be one of service to God and neighbor in one’s 

everyday places of responsibility; education 

equipped Christians for this vocation.  

 

 Education is a lifelong activity that 

permeates all that we do. Through education 

human beings are formed as people, acquiring 

knowledge, wisdom, attitudes, beliefs, skills, 

and abilities to think, feel, and act in particular 

ways.  

 On the bottom of the next page are the 

lists of various items that are requested for 

students in our local community, and the list of 

items for LWR school kits that we will assemble 

on September 9th.  Donations of supplies may 

be dropped off in the container in the Narthex 

starting in August. Monetary donations may be 

noted in your offerings to help purchase 

backpacks for the LWR school kits or any 

individual items that we may need to round out 

our kits. 

Advocacy: 

 God calls us into the world to serve. 

Through our direct service, we aid immediate 

needs before us. Through our advocacy work, 

we impact systemic, long-lasting change. The 

public policies our officials write, amend and 

ultimately adopt have ongoing effects on our 

neighbors who are struggling with hunger and 

living with poverty, as well as God’s creation. By 

urging our lawmakers to advance legislation, we 

are helping create opportunities to overcome 

poverty, promote peace and dignity, and defend 

God’s creation.  

 The second opportunity that we’ll offer 

during “God’s hands. Our Work.” will be the 

chance to review and discuss current ELCA or 

local advocacy issues and prepare letters to 

elected officials. In the coming weeks and on 

Sept. 9, we plan to provide background on the 

ELCA 2018 Advocacy Priorities (list top of next 

page) to help promote discussion, encourage 

prayerful consideration, and offer the means for 

congregants to take action in support of the 

issues of their choice. 
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This year, Living Faith will focus on 

Education and Advocacy 

Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads 
to peace and to mutual edification.  Romans 14:19 

…“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and 
with all your mind; and, Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” (Luke 10:27).  
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FARM BILL:  From rural America to developing 

countries, many of our nation’s food and farm 

policies, as embodied in the farm bill, impact our 

communities. Programs and policies that curb 

hunger and malnutrition, support vibrant agricultural 

economies in rural communities, and promote the 

sustainable use of natural resources must be 

prioritized. 

MIGRATION: As a church, we envision a world in 

which children and families are never forced leave 

their homes to live a safe and a sufficient life. To do 

this, we can advocate for policies that address the 

root causes of migration, and protect displaced 

people. 

CARE FOR CREATION: Environmental 

degradation disproportionately impacts the 

marginalized and the vulnerable, exacerbating 

issues of poverty and hunger. With increased 

awareness of the impact of environmental 

degradation, congregations can promote true 

stewardship of God’s creation. 

MEDICAID, MEDICARE AND SOCIAL SECURITY: 

Medicaid is the largest health insurance program in 

the U.S. that serves the poorest families and 

individuals. Medicare was created in 1965 to 

provide health care coverage for individuals aged 65 

and older. Social Security provides monthly cash 

benefits to retired or disabled workers and their 

family members, and to the family members of 

deceased spouses or parents. These three critical 

safety-net programs that have existed for over 50 

years, but face an uncertain future that can be 

shaped through advocacy.  

CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS: In 2016 the law 

that makes possible many child nutrition programs 

like the School Breakfast, National School Lunch, 

Summer Food Service, and the Women, Infants and 

Children Program (WIC) expired.  While these 

programs continue to receive annual funding, the 

opportunity to expand and innovate these hunger 

programs awaits congressional action. 

INTERNATIONAL PEACEBUILDING: Many 

countries continue to experience civil conflicts, and 

prevention of mass atrocities remains a big 

challenge around the world. The U.S. government 

can play an important role in peace processes, 

conflict prevention and the promotion of human 

rights. The ELCA’s new social message on human 

rights gives us new ways of speaking about these 

issues and will help us promote equal rights of all 

people through advocacy and other ministries.  

Montgomery Co. School Supplies LWR School Kit List (per kit) 

 

  

- FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or 
college-ruled paper, approximately 8” 
x 10 1⁄2”; no loose leaf paper (a.k.a, 
Composition Books) 

- ONE ruler with centimeters on one side and 
inches on the other 

- ONE manual pencil sharpener 

- ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors 
with embedded steel blades work 
well) 

- FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

- FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

- ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons 

- ONE 2 1⁄2” eraser 

- Please give new items only, and which do not include any religious symbols. 

- Please do not donate any items for LWR kits decorated with a U.S. flag, patriotic or military 
symbols, or references to the armed forces, including camouflage. 

ELCA 2018 ADVOCACY PRIORITIES  
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 Backpacks 

 Pencil top erasers 

 Pink Erasers 

 Pencil pouch 

 Index cards 

 Post—it notes 

 Composition books 

 Ruler 

 Colored pencils 

 Markers 

 2-pocket folders 

 Pens - black, blue, or 

red 

 

 #2 pencils 

(kindergartners need 

"fat” pencils) 

 Small pencil sharpener 

 Glue sticks (no white, 

bottled glue)  

 Student scissors (5+ 

style) 

 3-ring binder – 1½ inch 

 Set of dividers 

 Box of crayons 

(kindergarteners need 

"fat" crayons) 

 Hi-Liters (any color) 
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Adult Sunday Forum:  Suspended for August.   

Class is held Sunday, at 9:15am in the 

Conference Room.   

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 10:30am in 

the Sanctuary.  Enter the building by the double-
glass doors: front or back.  The service is followed 

by Fellowship/Coffee time.  Supervised child-care 

is available for children up to 5th grade. 

Men’s Breakfast: Breakfast is held the first 

Saturday of each month at 8am at the IHOP on 

Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages are welcome!   

30-Minute Worship:  30-Minute Worship Services 

are held the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each 

month at 6:26pm in the Sanctuary.   

Lunch with the Pastor:  Is scheduled for the 3rd 

Friday of each month at 11:30am at the Village 

of Rockville Cafeteria.   

LFLC Council Meeting:  The next Council 

meeting is scheduled August 19 at  12pm in the 

Conference Room.   

Yoga Classes:   Focus is on breathing, energy, 

and gentle stretching techniques.   

 Each Monday at 6pm   

 Each Thursday at 12pm   

Mary Martha Circle:  suspended for Summer– 

next meeting in September.  This women’s 

Bible study group, meets 1st Thursday of the 

month at 1:30pm in the Conference Room 
(from Sept. to June).   

Quilters:  suspended for Summer – next 

meeting in September.  The Living Faith 

Lutheran Women (LFLW) Quilters meet the 2nd 

& 4th Thursdays of each month at 9:30am in 

the Fellowship Hall to make patchwork quilts.  

Please contact Anne-Marie Turner if you have 

any questions. 

Choir Rehearsal:  suspended for Summer.  

Meets every Wednesday, at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Lector
Communion 

Assistant
Altar Coffee Counters

Aug 5 Ed Bartholme Jeff Griffin Fellowship Sally Cornell

Aug 12 Gary McCord Pat Lightner Sam Boyd

Aug 19 Andrew Wajid-Ali Emma Witt Charles Woodlee

Aug 26 Jen Emerson Tony Lightner Sandra Jensen
Pat Lightner

Tony Lightner
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On the 3rd Friday 
of every month at 
11:30am, at the 
Village at Rockville 
Cafeteria meet 
Pastor Shaw for 
lunch.  

Get yourself some 
lunch and meet me in the Luther Room (at 
the back of the Dining Room).  It will give 
us a chance to visit with one another and 
catch up on the news. We can discuss 
whatever you would like to discuss. We can 
do a Bible Study or just visit. Please call me 
if you have any questions.  

—Pastor Shaw 

New Connections 
 In the coming months our Outreach 
and Retention Team will be launching a new 
website. The team continues to come up 
with creative ideas.  

 These ideas need your prayers most 
importantly. However, they also require 
funding. You can help our Outreach to our 
neighbors by donating to the New 
Connections Fund. Just label your donation 
as "New Connections" on your offering 
envelope.  Ten percent of your contribution 
will go to the ELCA fund for starting new 
churches. The rest stays in the congregation 
as we seek to meet new people and 
welcome them into our worshiping 
community.  If you have any questions, 
please don't hesitate to ask me.  

Blessings—Pastor Shaw 
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A Letter to Living Faith:  

I am the oldest daughter of Arnold 

(Duke) W. Anderson. I would like to 

personally thank members of Living 

Faith for all the support during the time 

that our family was dealing with his 

loss. I join with other members of the 

family in expressing my appreciation of 

all that was done at Living Faith. We 

could not have asked for a more fitting 

service for my father and I am grateful 

for all the Work the members of the 

church set forth. I know many joined in 

the preparation for the service and then 

afterwards for the light luncheon that 

was prepared for all attendees. With 

this combined care, our family could 

focus on grieving and welcoming those 

that came to share their 

remembrances.   

My family has been associated with 

Living Faith in various ways over the 

years and having the service there was 

very important to my mother. I 

appreciated that even during time of 

renovation the church came together 

and were able to make this final 

request happen. This is a wonderful 

final gift to our family. Please let all 

individuals know that were a part of this 

that I really appreciated this last tribute.   

Sincerely,  

Susan Hazlett  



Smile.Amazon.com  
 Most of us have heard of Amazon.com—even if we have 
not used the website ourselves to make a purchase.  
AmazonSmile has a percentage of each purchase you make 
donated to Living Faith Lutheran 
Church!  There is a How-to sheet on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

Quick Instructions:  

 You must have an account on Amazon.com; if not, you must 
create one.   

 INSTEAD OF logging into Amazon.com, you MUST login to 

https://smile.amazon.com/   

 After you login to smile.amazon.com, under “Your Account” 

you will choose “Change Your Charity.”   

 In the box for “Or pick your own charitable organization:“ 
type “living faith lutheran church rockville md”  (without 
the quotes; uppercase letters are not required; MUST 
include rockville md).  

 Then click on “Search.”  Where Living Faith Lutheran 

Church (Rockville, MD) is shown, click on “Select.”   

 Now, start shopping! 

Every purchase on AmazonSmile will help support 

LFLC Ministries!  

Electronic giving 

is good for you! 
 Provides convenience 

for you 

 Keeps you on track 
with stewardship 

 Guarantees your 
uninterrupted support 

 Provides you with 
today’s most popular 
payment method 

 No computer is needed 

Electronic giving 

is good for our 

church! 
 Provides much-needed 

donation consistency 

 Saves the church staff 
time 

 Adds greater security  

 Has a positive impact 
on the environment 

See Jeff Griffin or 
Barbara Olson with 

questions or to sign-up. 
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30-Minute Worship!  
 Out of town on Sunday?   

 Kids or grand-kids have an important 
 event on Sunday?   

 Need a mid-week pick-me-up? 

Here at Living Faith we are offering an 

option for people who cannot come to 

worship on Sunday mornings or need an 

extra umph during a hectic week. These 

services will be held on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 

the month at 6:26pm and will include Holy Communion.  We 

start at 6:26pm in an effort to give folks time to get here after 

work, but still have people out by 6:56 in case they have other 

evening events.  We also chose 6:26 because Bible verse 

Numbers 6:26 is May the LORD look on you with favor and give 

you peace. (NIRV). 
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Gustav Holst 
 The spotlight this 

month is on Gustav Holst, 

the English composer best 

know for his tone poem, The 

Planets.  Gustav was born 

September 21, 1874 in 

Cheltenham, England, the 

first of two sons of Adolph 

and Clara von Holst.  

Adolph was an 

accomplished pianist/ piano 

teacher and was descended 

from a court composer in 

Russian until he fell out of 

favor with the Czar and was 

exiled to Germany.  He later 

emigrated to England.  His 

wife Clara was the great-

granddaughter of a Spanish 

actress that married an Irishman and moved to 

Ireland.  Clara was not a strong woman and she 

died soon after the birth of her second son, when 

Gustav was just 8 years old.  His father's sister 

came to take care of the children but she too was 

obsessed with playing the piano and the children 

still got little attention. Gustav, like his mother, was 

in poor health.  He had breathing problems due to 

asthma and very poor eye sight that went unnoticed 

by the family.  As a child he hated practicing the 

violin but as soon as he was able to reach the 

keyboard he spent hours practicing the piano.  Just 

three years after the death of Clara, Adolph married 

another one of his students and at that time Gustav 

was sent to Cheltenham Grammar School.  Here he 

had difficulty playing piano due to neuritis in the 

hands that made his many hours of practicing very 

painful.  He soon tried composing but could not get 

into any of the music colleges in England on 

scholarship so he went to work as organist at Wick, 

Rissington, a small village and then became the 

organist and choir master of the choral society at 

Bourton-on-the water.  This positions gave him an 

understanding of choral writing.  He soon wrote a 

two act operetta “Landsdown Castle”.  Although this 

work was not very successful it did catch his father's 

attention and Adolph borrowed the money to send 

Gustav to the Royal College of Music.  Here Gustav 

had the honor of studying composition with the 

great composer Charles Villiers Stanford.  During 

this time he became enamored of the writing of 

Richard Wagner and was deeply moved by the 

choral movements of the Bach B minor Mass. 

 His hands got progressively worse and 

playing the keyboard was no longer possible to he 

reluctantly switched to trombone because he knew 

he would be able to play in the orchestra.  This 

would later become a great learning experience to 

writing full orchestration of his music.  In 1895 he 

won a scholarship for a composition he had written 

and this came at a time when the money from his 

father was drying up.  He supplemented this income 

with playing the trombone.  Also in 1895 he met 

Ralph Vaughan Williams who became he great life-

long friend.   

 Gustav became very interested in socialism 

and became the director of the Hammersmith 

Socialist Choir where he would meet and fall in love 

with soprano Isobel Harrison who would eventually 

become his wife.  At this same time he became very 

interested in Hindu Philosophy and Sanskrit 

literature.  He learned Sanskrit in order to translate 

Rig Veda the hymns of Hindu Scripture that he 

desired to set to music, something he did eventually 

do.   

 Because Holst was always trying to figure 

out a way to save money, he would walk or bicycle 

wherever he went.  This is something he continued 

to do throughout his life and walked most of the 

counties in England as well as well as much of Italy, 

France, Germany, Austria and Czechoslovakia.   

 In the early years of his composing he did 

not receive much success in spite of writing good 

songs but he got a job as a singing teacher in 

Dulwich.  In 1905 he became the Director of Music 

of St. Paul's Girl's School.  A position that he held 

for some many years and would become the title of 

one of his most famous works, the St. Paul Suite.  

When he first went to the St. Paul's school he wrote 

(Continued on page 11) 
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a grand work for soprano and orchestra called the 

Mystic Trumpeter based on the poetry of Walt 

Whitman.  The influence of Wagner can be heard 

in this work but would later leave his writing as he 

became more and more influenced by English folk 

music. 

 Holst had many setbacks along the way.  

Many of his works were too progressive for the 

ears of the listeners at that time but feel quite 

natural to us now.  He did enjoy his greatest 

success with “The Planets” but never again 

reached that level of acceptance.   

 Gustav enjoyed working with the music of 

English Tudor composers such as Byrd and Purcell 

but especially Weekles.  In 1916 he had a 

weekend of progressive music throughout the town 

in honor of Pentecost.  This became the start of the 

Whitsuntide Festivals.  In 1917 he wrote “The 

Hymn of Jesus” for which he learned Greek in 

order to translate the scriptures for this 

composition. Soon after this many around him 

were called into service for the Great War, his 

brother the actor was called into the army.  Most of 

the composers that he knew including Vaughan 

Williams were fighting in France and even his wife 

was driving an ambulance to serve the country, but 

Holst was found to be unfit for active service.  Near 

the end of the war he served in a position of 

musical organizer among the troops in the Near 

East.  It was at this time that he dropped the von 

from his last name. 

 In 1923 while conducting a rehearsal, Holst 

fell backwards off the podium and landed on the 

back of his head.  His concussion was not severe 

but along with a feeling of depression he was 

already experiencing, this lea to years of recovery.  

During these years he experienced severe pain in 

the back of his head and he left work and retreated 

to his country home in Thaxted.  He had always 

been driven to excel in his music and doing nothing 

actually made things worse.  He returned to his 

writing and later to teaching and conducting and 

lecturing throughout the world.   

 Not only had Holst been influenced by 

many composers from the past and his time, he 

became an influence to other English composers 

to follow including Michael Tippett and Benjamin 

Britten.  His influence on Britten is quite clear in the 

great Christmas work “The Ceremony of Carols” 

 Those of us in church music have been 

blessed by the works that Holst have given us from 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent” to “Turn Back, O 

Man”.  No protestant hymnal is complete without a 

few hymns by Holst including “In the Bleak 

Midwinter”, “Let Streams of Living Justice”, “O God 

Beyond All Praising” and my personal favorite “O 

Sing a Song of Bethlehem”.  Perhaps one of my 

favorite patriotic hymns is “ I Vow to Thee, My 

Country” which he wrote during World War I in 

1918. 

 Holst died of heart failure on May 25, 1934 

at the age of 59 following surgery for a duodenal 

ulcer that was discovered while he was visiting and 

lecturing at Harvard.  His funeral music was 

performed by his good friend Vaughan Williams 

and was made up of music written by the two men.  

His ashes are buried in the Cathedral in Chichester 

and just a few feet from his grave is a memorial to 

Thomas Weelkes who had been such an 

inspiration to Gustav and was the organist at the 

Cathedral more than 300 years earlier.    

—Deborah Richardson 

(Continued from page 10) 

 

 

 

 

Choir Practice 
will be starting up again in late-
August/early-September.  We 
certainly can use your voice.  
Watch for announcements for 
exact starting date. 
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The wise person in the storm prays to God, 

not for safety from danger, 

but for deliverance from fear. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

 

Go to the Scriptures… 

The joyful promises it contains 

will be a balsam to all your troubles. 

—Andrew Jackson 


